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2 
Rev 
and guide him in the path of righteousness. 
> —peaecen 
Suit yourself, but it don't approve with none of the church fokk, 


and so there. «and furthermore if he can't put ona good suit 
when he ca.es to church on *unday, let him stay out. 





oe sa; Mises. as long as he stays under my roof, I can wateh him = 


To by 
Good suit! What do. you call this? (ce ome dy suit) 
Deacon 
why its filthy. see t you know thct suit has an odor of pungeance. 
Lo 
thet aint all its got, look at them flaps on the pockets. 
Deac on | 
awe He's plain ignorant. Let him go to school and get an educatio 
Rev 
I'm teaching him as much as I ean. 
Toby 
I'll bet I kno. mowe now than old fuzzy face does. 
Deacon 


Know more than IS and me & graduate of Harvard. 
7 y 
Shucks, I went through that coblege. 
REV 
Why Toby, you sy ad went through Harvard, did you? 
oby 
Yes, 1 did. I went in the front door, end got kicked out the 
back door. 
Deacon 
Bah! Where's Bruce, Reverend? 


He's just ouseté in the gerden wilieemnpuem™ Do you «int 


to see him 


Reb ehes CW as > 


fiche 


Deacon 
Yes. I'd just as well talk to him, now that I'm here. 
arabella 
(enters R) Dhere is that youne scamp? Oh there you are (to zs 
Roby } | S. 
Loby a 
Oh heres old pathe news. 
avabella a 
You young flit you. ‘How dare you snaek in my house am put € 
hop toads in my bed. i 
Rev 
Yoby, did youdo thet? ze 
thoy 2 7 : ° Ee 
aell, I--- Z 
Rev = 
Toby, don't lie. | f 
Toby ; 
Yes sir, I did. : 
| Rev 
“hy did you do that? 
Looby 


Cause she makes me sick. Theat aint all I done; I put a gezger 
snake in her shoe. 
 sarabella 
Oh, I'm going to have you arrested for that. 
Toby 
Shucks , mee aint got no sense of humor a t tall. 
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GILDED GOSPEL 


(THE Seene ig the interior of Reverend Jone's parsonage in the 
sitting room. A comfortably fixed but none to elaborate home 
The sunshine of & bright werm summer's day is shining happily 
through the windows) (noise off R) 

Deacon Tuttle | | 
(enters with Toby by the ear) Come right in here, you young imp 
of satan! 

: Toby | 

(fighting) Hey, dadburn you, you old tin horn gospel gapper you 
Let go of my ear. 

Reverend Jones 
(enters L) Here, here, whets the meaning of this? Whats the 
matter, Deacon Tuttle. 

Deacon 
Matter enough. ‘This young tramp you've picked up is going to 
jail, Reverend Junes. 

Rev 
“nd what did he do? 
« Deacon 
He's been into my apple orchard again. This is the third 
time he's bear in it. 


es Toby 

+hnetés a lie. It aint the third time. 

. Rev 

ihat is it? 
To by 

Its the fourtkp he didn't see me once. 

| | Deecon 

Well arabella happened to see you this time. 
To by 

Durn that old hen, she' sees more than the Pathe news. 
Re¥ 

Toby, don't you know its wrong to steal? 
Toby 


I wasn't stealing. I just climbed over the fence am took the 
apphes thats all. | 


kev 
You shouldn't do it. 

feac on 
fell its going to stop, I'll tell you thet right now. Revered 
Jones, the congregation don't approve of you supporting this e 


here fellow. He's a stranger of doubfful character---came in 
here on & box Car. 


3 Toby £: 
“wern't neigiber---it was a cattle train. z 
Deacon Zz 
You eren't going to be allowed to stay in this tow. re 
Toby 
I can if I want to. 


Rev 
Lets not guarrell. Deacon, I'm sorry if Toby has misbehaved. 
I'm sure, he won't teke any more of your apples, will you Toby? 
Loby 
New, bis old appleB taste like YMjff/ he looks. 
Deacon 
How's thet? 
nee Toby 
Sour, and full of worms. 
? | Deacon 


se Zi a S a ; : 7 : 3 
an vetpetn ceil inode you hadn't ought to let him stay here. 
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ohne 1 


ae went to ae = “heat Bruce. 





s = 
ceabelia 


Ib Seas a like a minister of the cede mule is sbstein 2 


Seen such indiffident, poorly annalyized exhibits of the 
lower development of mankind. 
Tob y 


(laughs) Did yo uhear that? Gosh, Miss Butts, where did you get 


Such big words anyway? 


arabella 

Why out of my heed of course. 
Toby 

I'd hate to heve 'em in my stommich! 
arabella 


(lo-ks out window) There's Bruce out there now. Reverend, we 're 


going to make your S2%e very ‘proud ygxd/ man before long. 


Rev 
Is thet go? 


arebella 

yes, you'll find out after the trustees of the church meet tonight. 
Deacon 

Don't scy anything just now, sarsebella. 
arabella 


No, I shan't, you know me Deacon, I'm a woman of few words. 


Toby ; 
Yeh, but you sure do use those ydf¢/ few words a lot. You 
knownmore &bout everybody's business than the news papers. 
vethe News thats what I'm going to call you. 
arabella 
Why, Pathe, news. Thats a news reel in the pictures. 
Toby 
I know , end it stamis for you. (points to her) Pathe News? 
Sees all, Knows all, and Tells all? 
arageila 
Oh you, heathen! anybody that pbhays with snakes and toads 
is not right. Don't you knw that those toads will make warts 


on your fingers. Wherever a toad touches you, you will have warts. 


Toby 
Oh boy, and I put ‘em in her bed? 
Rev 
Topy, you'd better leave the room. 
avabella zoe 
Yes, make him go. I have something to tell you. ow of course 
I don't believe its so, but then--- 


_— end if you were my ma I'e take it. 


-Deac on 
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Dob, 
Heck, > aint gonna leave now, I want to hear the scandab. 

arabella é 
I'll hevevpgou to understem thet I do't carry scandals, sir. : 

Bruce | 3 
(enters ) & 

De&c on 5 
Oh here's Jruce now. 

arabelle ae 
My, what a fine looking young man you ere, Bruce. I wish you were 
my son. 

Toby | 
-(Llooking§@t her) Gosh, I'd hate to heave you for a-mama. - 

arabelle 
If you were my gon, I'd poison you. 

Toby 
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‘Don' t look at me; I had ao bath two months ago when I came here. 
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4 
‘Bruce | 
a well, Deacon. Father, I'm going to tear down a part of the ; 
garden well. a 
3 Rev 
fear it downy Why bruce. 
Bruce 


I don't like it. Its too old and crusty looking. I'll put u 
& new one thats more artistic. Thats whet an archetiedt 49 /4/ 
should do----tear down the old, and buibd new. 
Rev 
That old wall was out there when I first came to this tow thirty 
years ago, Bruce. 
Bruce 
Yes, and so was this house, and the church you preach in. They 
wane here thirty years ago, sand you think that they shold stay 
orever. 


Rev 
Boy, that old aiares and this pars onage is just as 50 as it 
ever was. 

Deacon | 
But its so old and rough looking. fThis town is growning and 
we should have a new church, and @ new parsonage. 


arabella 

Deacon, you said not to talk about that yet. 
Deac on : 

Thats right. 

| Toby 

No, Déacon youlet aPathe News do the talking. 
arabella 


Toby, I'm goirmg oI aoe your sassy facel 


Smack it. PL aii means a kiss, and you aint gonna kiss me. 
I got a we stomach. 

arabella , 
Did you hear the latest? Of course now I don't know wheterr its 
so or not, but I heard ite You know that Mery Porter that works 
for Judd Grey, the banker. | | 

Toby 
Gee, she's the prettiest girl in town. 

arabella 


and her beauty has cost her the honew and res ,ect of the community. 


She'll hdéve to be thrown out of the church. 


Rev 

Why? 
arabebli 

She has a baby and refuses to give the name of the father. 
Bruce 

(turns away worried) 
Rev 

Wheat! Miss Butts, are you surs6e? 
arabella 


Well thets what I heard, and if its so we don't wane eny such 
trash in our church 

Deeaon 
I should say not; we're going to try and weed out &ll of the 
tramps and ill kept people who come to our church and smell» 
up the pews. (looka at Toby) 

Lob y 
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- £$n4g is the hour of her need. < Be 
ei ‘Such tremps as she shauld be run out of town. Qld SURG Tit <= 
a her, the minute he heard it _ 3 ae 
Bee: e-. | Rev | 

re But what will the poor girl do?. 

—. Arabella : a 
_ that is not our worry. She can't belong to our church ané teach 
— Sui@ey School either. ar 7 | a 
| a ) Toby 
ee, Aw, gosh, she's the best Sunday School teacher that ever was. 

- arabella 

i A Bunday School Teacher should have culture refinement, and 
ee an education. 

| Toby 

: I suppose you think yoy,'re qualified. ijho could go to Sunday 
eee School and think about the Lord with an old devil like you 

- in front of him. | 

_ | arabella 

. Oh I won't stand sb that. 

Be | To by 
if ‘Gimp Well sit down then. (looks out window) Qh look, theres Mary Porter 
, ja NOWe 
: Rev ¢ 
a. Wheat is she doing? | 
i - Toby 
, Gosh, she's got & bundle in her arms. #33 
- arabella 
r hey 're running rer out of town. (noise of bids off stage geering) 
ae Deacon : E 
a She's got what she deserves. 

_ Toby 

: Look at them kids makin' fun of her. That aint right. 

S Deacon 
. It is right, and theres my little ¢px/pgwd/ nephew Oswald 

Sane; > 


out there et the head of the 
Toby 
When I git through with him he'll be at the end of the gang. 
(goes to door) They aint gonna treat Mery like that. 
| Deacon 


Pe aia ie eee 


e Toby, what are you going to do a 
t Toby a 
I'm going tb beat hell oft of your litthe Oswald: 
arabella 
Oh stop him? | 
(noise off stage) Ee 
| Deacon 733 
This is a disgrace. = 
Rev | 
They have no right to torment the girl. 
| arabella ae 
What, do youstand up for her. agirl without character like that. 
Deacon | | = 
Toby's going to regret it if he hits my nephew. . 
Toby 


(enters carrying a baby bundle, ami supporting Mafy who falls." = 

in a chair) Come on in here, Reverend Jones won t turn you out 

cet ca yes arevella e oy 
ss Kow dave you bring that girl in this house? 
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| Deacon , 
Did you sit my nephew. 
ee Toby | see 
one I just pasted him up side of the jaw, and knocked 4 fe wtetth — 
OUDe | : . 
3 Deac on 
I'll have you jailed. 
Toby 


‘He aint gonna hit no women with @ rock when I'm around. Gee, 


Parsong she's about all in. What the heck am I gonna do wi th 
this? | 


) arabella | 
Her baby} A sgaulling little brat without a father. 
Roby 
the heck it is. I'm gonna be its papa! 
. Rev ; 


(rubbing Mary's hands) Do you feel better, liary. 
Me 


ary ‘ 
Oh D----- (jumps up starteld) ly bpabyé 
| b 


Toby 
I got him. (gives him to her) He's all right. 
- Rev 
*hila, you had better Lie down and get some rest. ‘tour nerves 
are all unstrung. 


llery 
o I've got to go. The whole town is laughing at me--~--even the 
/enildren that I loved and taught. They told me to leave © 
em I'll go. 


Rev | 
No, you're not going until you have had assistance. | 
arabella 4 
You mean, you are going to take that girl under your root? 
Rev 3 
Yes. £ 
Deac m & 
You can't do it. ‘he church will cast the both @f you out. . 
Such a disgrace! You have forgotten, Regerend Jones, that this = 
@ parsonsge, ami not a gathering place for tramps. = 


A i 


Rev | 
I haven't forgotten that I am in the service of God, and no 
matter whether they be rich or poor, they are Kis Children, 
end who are we to cast punishment upon our, own Thbck. 
a Bruce 
_ ut fither, you can't let a girl like that stay here. 


ary 

(gives Bruce a long look) No----I'll go. 

Bruce 
(turns shame faced away ) 

Rev 
Bruce, twenty two yeers ago you were left on my door step | 
all wrapped ina little bundle. There was & note beside ae 
that little bundle end it read "Please care tor my son, and bring — 
him up in the pathway of God. I/¢¢pd avataramayaga/ Itook ao 
the little child that you were then ami have raised you to man hood 
ami success. I askéa no questions. Who knows but what the a{jas® 
baby mother who laid that bundle on my doorstep might have 
in the same segonyuof regret ami shame that this poor girl now 
bears? a 

Deacon | 


good family; he wasn't & tramp whateger he was — 
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nd how db you know? 
, | De ac on . | ; . e 

I don't but you can tell by sis actions, look whet 4 smart boy ae 
- he is. ‘he most successful archetect for his age we ever heard 
Ol «e . eo 

arabella 2 | z 

Oh, this will be good to tell. I'm going right now down to 

down to lirs Duddds. Landsakes, get out of my way, Tob, (pushes 

him and exit) 


| Poby 
Extral Speebal Mition. Hear all about the big scendab. | 
Don't buy a paper, ask arabella,. ; 
Deacon ji 
Reverned Jones, this will cost you your job I'm afraid. 


Rev 
My job, but not my manhood: 


| Bruce 
If that girl stays here, I move. 
| Rev 
. Bruce--- 
Deacon | 
Come to my house, Bruce. I'd be proud’to have you. 
Bruce 
Allright, Deacon. I shall. (they both exit) 
Toby 


Gee, whet fine oil cans they are. Well it won't be long beote 
everybody in town will know about it @ from-old arabella 
(phone rings) Theres the phone Hello. What yes she's here, & 

and she's gonna stay here. Wo we didn't put it in the paper 
W_ just told Arabella (hangs up) Gosh, she's got the ladies 
afa told allready. 
nev 
Mary, you ere welcome to stay here as long as I have a roof 
to protect you. 
: Mary 
Thank you. | 
. Roby 
wha we'll help you care for the kid. In fact L'l1--I'11l ju. t 
be a mother to it. . 
= Rev 
Toby, you don't know how to raise babjes. You've never had 
any experience have you. 
toby 


. . ‘ 
pf el eri, i ais 
1 ve ee Alt et i ah le pe a od a 


No, but I raised a litter of pups once’ E 
2K Sook ae oe 2 aK 2K NUMBER ok ae ak AK AK As RAC 2 
Toby 


(ent crs garrying & beby bottle and hipple singing) “ye baby 2 : 
oo" ln? . Little monkey or I'll crown witha milk bottle. 
osh, I ‘wonder if I cen put this thing on. (bus of trying to ae 
put Agye ov f¥d/ed ndpple on milk bottle) Durn if this saint ge 
the worst job I ever hads I thick I'll bring in thet of@g@ cow 
emi give it to the beby, you do n't have to put no nipple on her. 
| arabella . = 
(enters) Tbby, what are you doing? 
Lob 
(turns around and spills milk) aw, gosh now hook what you done, 
ok Pathe News. | 


+ Ne 


ae arabella 
ing the baby's bottle are you? ~ 
ei eee a se £2 Cir ae . , s 




















Toby 


No I'm playing pin pong with an elephant. 
arabella 
That girl is still here, I seé. 
Loby 
Yes, and she's gonna stay here as long as she wants to. 
| Arabella . 
But whit if Reverend Jones is asked to resigne 
Toby : 
Wo:et do you mean? 
arabella 


I mean that the trustees are going to build a new church, 

& great big church on the Main Street, and we are going to tecr 
down that little brown church down there in ¥Yalley. 

Toby 
Euh, tear it down. Well can't Reverend Jones preach in the new 
church any wya? 
| arabella | 

No, he's got to funny old fashicned ideas for a modern thriving 
church like ours is going to be. | 


| Toby 
He's the best vreacher that ever told a sinner to go to hell. 
| arabella : 
Toby, how dare you swear in front of a lady. 
Tob; 


Gosh, you're nice aint you. If I was & S good as you think you 
are, I'd grow wings, and fly. 
Ma 


ry 
(enters R),foby, wheres is Revered@id Jones. 
He went out ot see $ one poor fobkks. 

Mia 


ry 

Er-~--how do you do, Miss Sutts. 

arabella 
Don't speak to me, you shameless women. 

goby 
LLook at her put that nose of hers up in the air. G8 Like to 
paste her one in the jéw. | 

Liary 
We must forgive such thoughtless, Toby. I've made some candy , 
would like some? (exit) | . 


Toby 
Yeh, I'll say I would. Wnat some, old Pathe ews? 
arabella 
I never indulge in sweets of eny form, young boy. 
Toby 
(giveher apple) Well have e crab apple then. (exit hi 9 h/t 
Deacon 3 
(enters) Well, Arabella youhere already Is the Reverené IN? 


| ,rabella 
No, he's out d olddy'y fisiting some more trash. ‘thank heaven 
we won't have to put up with him and his tramps very much longer. 
Deacon 
No, just as soon as that new church is built, we are going 
to d wuwy with all thebgggars we've had before. 
Arabella 


ana aren't the plans Bruce drew up wonderful. The church will 


be «he most gorgeous for miles around. I'm so proud of the boy. 
Deacon — ¢ | 


He's a mighty fine lad. foo bad we can't get any line on who 

















ie Arabella | 
I wish he had been lett on your doorstep, Dexucon. 
| Deacon | ; 
Now, Arabella, how could I have raised the lad. I don't know 
e thing about children. Of course if [-~--had ~---er well a 


‘sweet little woman like you for a wéfe. 


Arabella 
Now, Deacon, don't become to flattering. You know I can resist 
you. (bus) 
| Deacon 3 
Arabella, I don't want you to resist me. why can't we get married? 
arabella 
Oh we're so---well just think Deacon, I'm nearly forty five, 
and you--- 
Deac on 
I'm forty eight. 
| Arebella | 
Wetwe just too old to get married. lverybody would laugh at 
US. 


Toby 
-(enters unnoticed) 
. Deacon 
No, they wouldn't. © 
arabella 








- on 





ete 
get: 


Yesk they would. I don't wanty any one to know about our little 
affairs/ Weltll keep them to ourselves. Deacon, you iy kiss 
me if you want to — | 


| Deac on 
A“abelle, My arabelle! (they kiss) 
' Loby 
Hold her Newt, she's headed for the cargage can: 
arabella 
toby, did you see? 
Toby 
No, I shut my eyes. 
: ‘Deacon 
Don't you dare tell. 
: Toby 


‘hat ge tell anything. Oh my goodness I'm a woman of few words. 
(mocks AYabella) Of course now T don't believe its, so, l 
just heerd, that is, I wouldn't repeat anything for the world 
but I sew you two slobbering kisses. Oh Boy, hot durn, gee whiz, 
whisker soup, wiet until I tell this. (starts to door gelling) 
Ex$ra Edition paper. Deacon Tuttle Missed arabe_la Butts 
He kissed her on the settee. . 
Bruce | 

(enters) Toby, whats the matter with you? 

7 Toby 


1 just ‘caught arabella and old Deacon +uttle kissin'. And jow 
I'm gonna tell it all over town. Watch my smoke! (exit calling) 
Extra: Read ell ebout it. Extra: 





* ae Arabella 
Oh thet boy will be the death of me yet. 
Deacon | 
Now, Bruce, you musn't believe what he says. 
Bruce 
I paid no ettention to it, Deacon. 
; Deacon ee 
What we want to do now is to break the news the Raverend. os 
¥ ee prabeiia 
I suppose he'.1 take it to heart. 
oo. eee 
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| Bruce ) CE ee 
Well, he has served his time as a minister. Why the old fellow 
is almost seventy years old. | oT ee 
arabella i 
And his ideas of the gospel are older than that. 
| | Deacon 
ae | Theres no culture or refinement to his preaching. [| don't like 
fs -to go to church énd have bhe preacher tabk about hell and look 
; straight at me. 
os. , | Bruce 
= I dere say, Reverened Jones would be very out of place in the 
ma + new church I'm going to build. It is going to be the greatest 
work I ever created. . I can see it now so clear in my mind's. 


eye. The alter, black ebony encrusted with white mother of pearl. 
On each side of the pipe organ, three gilded candle sticks reac hing 
Bese to the top of the ceiling almost. fhe dome of the church | 


gold gilt panels with paintings from the bible. 


areabella 

Beautiful! Bruce, you're & gaBius. 
Deacon 

You'll mé&e your mark in thédsgworld some day, Bruce. 
Bruce 


I'm not going to stop until l do. I'm going to be the greatest 
archetect that ever lived. 

Deacon . | 
When the new.church is built we Gan tear down that ugly little 
brown church. It's bad sight; I ® n't like it $0 near my place. 
Spbils the looks oD my terrace. | 

Reverend Jones 
(enters with hat on, smiles) How do you do, I was not aware that 
I had compnay. | 

arabella 


f Gans Yes, we have just coe back from the meeting of the trustees. 
Le Rev 
E Is tht so? 


| Deacon 
Got a little news tobreak to yOu. 


ev 
I hope it is pleasant. (notice Bruce’) How are you, my lad? 
Bruce 
All right, Reverend. 
Rev 
Reverend? Why Bruce in all the years that I raised you [ never 
heard youcall me that. Why you always said dad before. 


Bruce 
But you are not my father. 
| | Rev 
Wo----not your real feather. 
arabella 
* ; We are going to build a new church. 
= | | Rev 
| A new church? 
Deacon | 


Yes, Bruce is goi‘g to puild it. 
Rev 


Bruce, Will build a good one, I know. 


a | Arabella 
construction, and heve it completed by 


We are going to rush the 3 
this time next year. We hope to open it on Easter Sudagy. 


: | He i RV 
A Lovely Mus Fe open & church. I shall have a fitting service 


7 








for the occassion. 





‘Deacon a a 
Reverend Jones, you will have nothing to do with the new church. 
| Rev 7 
Why---what do you mean? | 
Deacon 
aq The church folk want a younger man jin the pukpit. You've been 
: preaching to us for thirty years. We're tired of it all, and 


besides we don't like your style of preaching. 


Rev 
(staring at him stunned) You mean---I don't preach any more. 
Deacon | 
No, when the new church is finished, we are zoing to tear down 
the old onek also sell this place and build a beautiful parsongage 
next to the church. We are going to meke the church Litdd/ 
PI¢MV/ZWV a place of beauty. | 
| arabella 
We hope, Reverend Jones, you will not take this hard. You should 
understand that you are too old ~--besides we've given you 
&@ change to ifiprove on your ways. We've told you that we did 
not wish tramps and trash in our church, and still you insist 
; upon bringing them there to sit beside us, and not anly thet 
you shelter an un Godly woman beneath your roof. 
Degcon | 
‘Of course we'll give you & reasonable pension in recognition 
of your lift lon servies. 


So tend to business, am building a church is business Saie as 
any other thing. 
arabella 
Yes, lets look at the new plans Bruce has drawn up. Well good 
day Reverend. (they all start for the door) 
| Rev 
(rising) Wait! Surely you're joking about taking my church away. 
You wouldn't turn dow that litthe brown church, nor this 
parsonage. You couldn't destroy such sacred things. 
| Bruce 
We've got to tear them downm2 jie want the lam to build the new 
church on. 


Rev 
a pension? 
Bruce ae 
Of course we don't expect you to starve to death. 3 
Deacon i 
: Well thats all we have to say. We'd better be going. We've got 4 


| Rev 
But have you the heart to do it? Purce in that little chureh 
I baptized you. Deacon, in that little church your mother was 
, buried---I bh¥¥¢9 / said the funeral oration. Arabella, your 
parents both died and were buried there. Have you people the 
heart to tear down thet old church? 
arabella 
Sentiment hes little to do with this matter, Reverend. 
Deacon | 
Why bring up things thet are twenty years past. this is the future. 
Our towh has become the wealthiest community ‘or miles aroum. 
Silverdale is om & boom. Every one has money---we are a@ higher 
class of people. 
| Rev 
Why---beceuse you have money? lioney doesn't make the teachings 


of god any higher than they already are. the gospel is 
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not bought with gold, it is given for service. 
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7 Arabella | : ease 
We do not care to talk about it, Reverend. (they all three exit 
giving him a haughjy expression) . 
Rev . 
(bpoken) Illy ehurch! fhey don't want me. I'm too old. (sink on 
table) Oh “od forgive themy | 
(enters L) Reverend. (goes to him her amms about him in a4 
comforting way) 
Toby : 
(enters) Gosh ding them gold toothed hypocrites? Gonna build 
& new church, «nmi kick you out are they? Well, I pity the 
preacher they get. I'm gonna staat savin' rotten eggs right 
now for Haster: 
Rev 
No, Toby, we must forgive them. They are blim withthe wealth 
that God gave them. ‘the glitter of gold is all they can see. 
They are trying to gild the gospel with their filthy wealth, 
and it cannot be done. It cannot be done. (starts for R) 
Toby 
Where you goin'? 
| Rev 
To my study, Tohy. I must give my best to them as long 
as the little brown churéh in the vale stands. (exits) 


Toby 
(looking at Mary) Gosh, what you crying for? Be & man. 
, Mary 
Oh, Toby, how can people be so cruel so unseeing? 
To by 


Caase they're trabh, thats why. ‘They called you and me tramps 

cuase we aint got no education, nor money, but i'd rather be 

just phain ignorant like & am than to have the mite of education 

they ha¥e, and not know a damn thing! Well, I'll be back after 

while, Mary. | : 
Miary 

“here are you going, Toby? | 
To by 

Over tozxct some apples. 


, _ weary 
Not out of the Deacon's orchard, Poby. 
Loby 
Yeh, got to wave 'em. You xnow an apple a day will keep the 
doctor away----but they aint never kept me from getting chased | 
by the deacon. (exit) &: 


lia ry 
Oh what shall I-do? If I omld only tell. I can't stand their 
sneers. I'm going to run away. But that wouldn't be right, 
I promised Reveened Jones I'd stay----he's beenso kind. 

Bruce . ) 


ao 


(enters,becones uneasy at the sight of Mary) Ure---pardon me 


I came back for my hat. 
Ma ry 3 

(ndned it to him) Here it is, Bruce. 
Bruce 


(taking it and starting for the door) Thank you. 


Mary | | 
(going to him suddenly) Bruce, I can't stand it any longer. 
. Bruce 
(annoyed) But you've got to. 1 can't marry you-now. It woul d 
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a cot gaa eee - To by ae <a 
se (enters end. overhears all of “thie goene) 
Mary ee 
z know. I've tried to be brave. I shan't tell any one. 
Breue | 


I8bl have plenty of money soon, Mary. When I finish this new 
church, I'll be as wealthy as Caeman. Then I'll sem you and 
the kid aWay e 
| Mary 
But, Bruce, won't you--- 

Bruce 
I can't marry you of course not. Thats foolish and impossible. 
I wish I'd never met you. (baby 77 of f stage) What's that? 
Your baby crying, isn't it. 

lie. 


ry 
(slowly) Our ew Bruce! 


oby | 
(cothing do wn) or, I'll be a Bed bug's teddy beer. Say if 
you're & man, I'm the King of Italy. 

lia 


Toby, you heard? 

Loby 
You durn right I did. 

Bruce | 
(teking him b, throat) Don't you tell, or I'll kill you. (starts 
toexit) 

Toby 
(kick him in pents) You go to thedefil. 

Mia 


ey 
Toby, you mustn't tell, never---- 


Toby 

Why not? 
ide ry 

Because he would be disgraced, his life ruined. - 
Toby | 


“int he disgraced you? 
6 hides 


"ll bear the blame for him----£-Leve-him----becseuse [ love him. 
baby cries and she exits) : 

Toby 3 
I'll be dadburned if I can figure it out. Gosh that forgivin te 
staff is allright, but I'd rather beat the soup out of ‘em first. s 
Well I know one thing when Haster Sumbsy comes if Reverend Jones 
don't preach the sermon, they're gonna have one grand time in a 
that church, cuase I'm gonna Bring the whole @og kennels and oe 
Sll the tramps I cen find to the church, and I dare ‘em to throw e 
@ one out. 





arabella | 
(enters bbdiling with rage) foby, you told the whole town ab out 
Deacon and I being in love. 
Toby 


You @urn right I did. 


“rabella ts oe 


the Deac on is out gett ing aw arrant for your arrest for slander. 


Also for stesjing hs apples. He saw you in his orchard again. 


Toby 
Aw, I wasn't bn his old orachard. 
| ~“rabella 
Don't l&&. Heres the deacon with a warrant. 
Deac on | es 


(enters) Poby I've called the sheriff and you are going to jial a 
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Toby 


awk I aint got none of your ole apples. 
| Arabella | 
Why look your pockets are just bulched with than abready. 
aie Toby 
*hem Géint apples. 
“2 arabella 
_hat are they then? 
- foby | 
You'd better not try to find out. 
| arageall 
Well I will Pind out. (goes to him) I'll search your pocketé.2 
| Roby 
Better stay away now, I'm warning you. 
arabella 


Don't warn me. (reaches hand in pocket and pulls out a snake 
screams and throws it to the Deacon)Snakes!? 
| De ac on 
(jumping up end down throws it to her, they throw it back end 
forth for comedy. Toby laughing all the time) 
Arabella 
(wrestles with it and it goes down hdy¥/dyd9// the neck of her 
dress) Help! Help!q (jumps up and down and out dor } 
Deacon ; 
Wait, arabella. Don't let it bite you. (exit) 
Toby | 
Gosh, I told &em not to search me. I hope it bites her on 


éhe elamagoogelunt (exit? 
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_ (4 YEAR HaS PaSSED, THE NV CHURCH JS BUILT. I? Ig 
HaSTSR SUNDAY. CHIMGS OF TEE CHURCH BELL aRB EBARD OFF S$ TAGB) 


Rev Been 
(enters. He seems some what Older, and more pitiful. Goes to 
the door) 3 
Ma 


(enters dressed in neat clean dress but simple design. Has th Z 
Regerend's hat) are you ready, Reverend. . 
Rev ; | 
You can hardly ea&ll me that now? The new church is built. 
Mary . | 
You will always be revered to me end the powr people down by “=. 
the railroad tracks. Pes 
Rev ro 
God pity, them I don't know how they will ever get to go to church 
in the new one with all its fine pews, md furnishings. | 


Mary 
they're afraid the gold might be tarnished by the prescence of 
those in rags. | 

rev ss ; 
Never the less we shall go, Mary. They have cmsented to at | 
least allow their old preacher to sit through the Service. What 
& peautiful day it is. aster Sunday, and not a sign of rain. 


liagy : 
Look at the people going by in their new Baster bonnets. 
te Rev | 
I wonder where Joby is? 

Mery 


Toby has been acting very mysteriousq ami busy these last few ag 
days. # can't andere tand it. He keeps saying something about a 
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(enters with « — of eggs) Gone to church yet? ot 

, fery 2 

No, what are you going todo with that basket? ? 

Loby dss a 

Them's Baster eggs. ag 

Rev = 

Where did you get them, Toby. ae 
Toby 


before I went to churche 
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A skunk laid ‘an. (holds one up to their nose) Small! 
, Mary 
(hold nose) Oh foby, that's terrible. 


. toby . 2 
tnis was ae terrible skunk. , : 
Hev Ss 
Well what are you going to do with the Me Z 
sboy E 
You'd be surprised. : 
| Arabella 
(enters all dressed up with @ new bonnet) 
Toby 
Behold, the queen of Sheba: 
Arabella ee. 
I thought I'd call end take you in my car, Reverend to the church. | 
Rev : 
That's very kind of you? arabellée, but Mary must go along. : 
arabella é 


Then you shall have to walk. 


| by | | 

Gosh, Mary don't want to ride in the lizzie of yours eny Way. 

Its only a Willys Knight, and 1 know how much you paid for it. 
Deacon 

(enters with « basket of Baster eggs) Wonierful dester, aly Al / 

isn't it. Thought I'd drop by and see how you were, Reverend - 





f x # i WD, «. 4 . 


Arabella 
Did you bring the Baster iggs for the children, Deacon. ‘ 
Deacon . . 
Yes, here they are. (sits béesket d own ) 
Toby at 
Gosh, do you exyect them kids to believe a rabbit laid them eggs? ~ 
Arabella see 
Certainly, the little children enjoy such things. ; 
Toby | 
Gan I come to your ole church? 
arabella 


Gertainly not. We don't want any trash there at all. And Mery. 
I wuldn't advise you to go either. 7 
Deacon 

No, I should say not. This is Easter gudnay and if yous an't 

dress up proper for the occassion stay away. 
 Ppoy 

(takes Deacon's saa and changes with his basket of eggs, and 

exits ) ‘ . | 


eV : 

If Mery can't go, I don't believe Ileare to go either, 
: | arabella ae 
Very well, you can both stay away. I hardly think you're dressed 
for the occassion any way, Revere@ad. You should see our new | 
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to echuren now. * 


minister who for all these have taught than the 


decked ith ii | | oes 


Rev 

But won't that cost a heavy sum? 

- Bruce | 

Money is no barrier in our church. ‘ : 
Rev 

The church is beautiful, my boy. Only & genius cod ‘build it. oa 

|  BYues Bie ee ee 
Thank you. | ee Sere es pies 










































Miss Butts, I wonder---thet is if I dusted off my axe a 
well, if I cold be-admitted to sit-down wey in the back p 
Arabella : 3 
Yes, but that girl can't come at all. 
Lin ry 
rit brush your coat off, Revere&d (they exit) 
Beacon - 
Well, Bruce, you.feel pretty proud of yourself. now, don’ e3 u 
Bruce gti 
The church is just as I seen it in my minds eye. eS 


arabella aes 
I'm so proud of you, Bruce. How I wishnyou were my son. 
Will be a pleasure tog 


#2 


Deacon 
Well let us all go to service. It 


arabella 


Yes, it certainly will. (takes Bruce gz the arm) Gout 
k 


I want you to walk by me. [I'll ma&e s look. neal 
Topy 
(enters) Hot dog, wait untilthem kids eat then skunk ¢ 
they'll think theres Haster Egg rabbits. iiell a Lots ° 
done yet. oi 
Rery 
(enters) Toby, where are you going? 
Toby 


i'm going to church 


Now Tob. , you musn't start ahy trouble. 


Toby 
Oh I won't. I never do. (exit) 

Mary 
Poor Reverend Jones! (thepell of the church soli at: 

Rev 2 Se ae 
(enters) a 


- You'd better hurry if you're Bins Reverend. Tha 1 ‘a 


Ay. 


bell. 
RSv 


I'm not going. Mary, I can't. I thought when I go 
morning that I would smile and be gay, but even the 

seemed dull. How thoughtless they are. They don't sean 

for others at ell. My clothes too old to go to nae h 
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ale ee : : aa eC ee ey 
< No? Mery the spirit of God is not in that mass of stone they 
EE call a church. His spirit still remains in the little brown 
cE ehur¢h in the vale. We don't have to go to 4 church L/h 6 /tddy 
e to be near our Maker. We can bow our heads in humble prayer eee 
29 right here. (they both bow in prayer. Quartette or Trio sings 2 
ea. The little Brown church in Veale" off stage. Sing just chorus. 
ee Hold this for picture) (after this tableu thunder is heard in 
ens the distance) | : 
| = Listen, doesn't that sound li fy a s tomm? 
ie ; Rev 7 
ee I never heard it! 
— =. Mary. | 
= Yhey say that Easter never fails to bring Rain. 
ae toby 
re (enters quick) el Hide me. I'm gonna get killed. 
Bis Rev 
Ls Toby, whet have you done. | 
1 Not hin'----just been to church. 
een Rev 
+ Byt it isn't time for church to be out yet. 
ie Toby ce 
EB Yes, but they got cut before time. (digs in bar) Somebody hit 


ft | me with a skunk egg: Phew: 

e | Deacon 

(enters followed by arabella, and Bruce) Wehre is he? He's 

. going to jébl this time and for good. | 
arabella 


7 Oh My good Easter hat its ruined. 

a | | Bruce | 

1 ae He'll have t® pay for the damage he doe to the church. 

) ee Rev 7 2 

‘ Toby, what did you do? ’ a 

r¢ Toby 3 

, Nothing! 
Beacon ee 


He cértainly did do some thing. He proughtall of the dogs = 
and tramps in the neighborhood, and marched then in the ‘= 
ehurch and down the aisle as the organ played "Cometo Jesus" ee 

Reg | oS 
Did you do that? 

| Toby 

Well, I guess I did. 
Arabella | 
He filled the Haster egg basket with rotten eggs, and then 
















threw them at us when we tried to put him out. 
Rev 
Did you do that. 
Toby 
_ Sure did, end I got old arabella a good one---hit her behind 
the pew----and boy man she said Phewé 
Arabella : 
He dme something before the service even started. iihen we 
entered the church, we smelled the most sickening odor I ever 
‘had reach my nostrils. what sort of a mixture did you put 
.  dnthe chwgeh, Toby? 
Se ae eee Toby a 5 
Skunk soup with limburger cheese, ani Deacons’ dérty socks. 
= ee ee. ee 
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eos ms This means a jial sentence ami a gine. ee 


a Mary | a ee 
: ata ten: lis ten, to that wim? | Se 


E nagth taal 
eS 


7 Phen he peut wears in wey i seat inthe ‘churohe 
ee. a Gey : 





pe ae Aint this the day of the resurecttion, the dey of 
ae ae wanted to be sure that you all arrised. 





_Brues | Se oe 


| Toby =e 
Pine} | | | = eee 
Bruee SS ae 
Bhey'1l give yee See deysa or thirty | dollars peo 
I! a rather have the dollars, i cin spend them. eee 
Rev ee 
Toby, you showldn't have done that. | ae 
Toby Ps 
Well gosh, they aint got no business bein so high falutin'. so 
I told tem if you didn t preach that sermon no one ever would, 
em I stuck to my words | 
Arabebla es 
Wheat did you do to the new preacher. ee 
Toby = 
Took: him down and ducked him in the spring. | ile 
7 Deacon Go ee 
Is that all? oe 
3 Toby eS 
Nope, took his clothes away from him, and he's walkin ' around ~~ 
Whth &@ rose bush for & cover. ee 
Bruce 
ee Bev) Now you see what kind of people you keep beneath your 
ToOLe 
- Siow. 
You're the only thing he ought to kick out from his roof. He 
should have done ttt long time ago. You-- : 
Toby-- 
Toby 
Well I wn t sey it, but I'll thirk it (cusses to himself) 
6 Rev 
Toby, did you te else besides what was just menti- ned? 
‘oby 


Yes sir. : 
= , Rev 
“hat were they. 

Toby 
I pot limburger cheese on the floor, so they could step in it. 
Filled the place full of hop toads, and garter snakes, glued 
all the sogbooks together, end amdv--- 

Deacon, arabell and Bruce 
Thats enough! 
= (thunder am wind off stage) 





ae | ies (stage darkens) | oe 
cx | De ae on a aa 
Astor's coming Ue = —— tege 





Le ee = OS eee 





- 2 See ee must got home I don't want to stey here while L + storms. 
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. Saget Re toby = ae ce ee 2 = = soe S = ag 
: = you stay he-e, I'll turn my hop toads lowe. eae Ser eS SESE 
es (the storm becomes louder) Ss 
= arabelle : 
| oh this is terrible. I'm so afraid of stomrs. 
Bruce 
: That lightening is awful close to the ground. Its the worst 
es kimi in the world. It zig zags and then jumps right down/ 
a - Deacon 
: eee Is there any chance of it hitting here. 
ae Toby 
= | How do you we kxiow you fool? 
pee | | (crash of thunder and shot fired in barrell of 
: ees | Bruce = 
. Zook it struck that tree in the front yest. 23 
= (seream ofi stage) 
Ss a Deacon 
ee ' liy house is afire! (the whole stage goes clear black then 
: the lights completly up, then down, horrible thunder 8hrash) 
Fe Arabella 
| Oh save me: 
CBacon 
a Look st the sky it seems as if the r¢fy/pf wreth of God wer- 
breaking out. | 
Arabella 
It is the wrath of God 
Rev 
im But if our hearts be free from sin, we need not fear. 
Tobpy 
) Old Arabellas just about to shimmy out of her underwear. She's : 
| : done something. : 
! = Bruecs 
1 eee My God, I can't stand this. 3 
- Deacon | 2 
: Reverend, what can it be ? ‘= 
? E Rev ee 
Be There is nothing to fear. If God wants to take us he will = 
"es go why tremble. | = 
: | 7 Bruce 2 
oe But I ezn't die now. I can't. ae 
- | (Loud crash louder than any pefore stage clear 
pright then black then red ) 
Bo by ; 
Libhenéng hit the new church. (crash again) It's falling dowme 
= (al} look out wimiow) Sa ee 
Bruce — 
My church! Qts destroyed. = 
Rev 
Aané why shoildn't it be? Your church was a mockery of God. = 
what does such & palace mean to Him above if it will not give 
ier to all. A ghurch for the rich is not a chureh the Tord. 
a sata Faeg Hida ig. gilded gospel has fehlen, ag /Kdyd /AY 
german abelle 


eo Ob Reverend pray 5; us, please won't you? 






| oby 
Do your own + prey ing you old. — 
: - a va =. 








<< provoked. If y } 
Confess your Yo¢f#¥ sins and ask forgiveness 


ae 
= 
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—s*- Yes, the clouds of lies am | 


Bt a ee te : p Fe tie es a ae Aas a 
a cess, iS el Sra oS Poel ee 
— ~~, ’ ——— Sn ee Sis a lia , 













—_—  —— e 
=o » 

f a ed - tay. ire ~ ea aS 

eae eee Pe ee re evireg oe 















Pe yes er 
iy Sd . _ 





i. 


ID gees Oe eee gt le + = 
o: eR “= a Leet np aes Fh ay ne ea ? ’ 
ee ee gee a a ae oe et aa an a ee ee = 
: oor TRY Po ae ; ee ee MR ee ay ee ee 
sin, you would not fears = 
7 > < s" o - ” Sf) oe « 
~ *, : ~~, E pom aan 


.s 
- 2, ” 
* = 


~ 


See ee ne 
SE eee art gate Onn ee ee 
Boos cthe ae oa 









ee (the storm has died down 6 little. Bruce igs — 
gtamiing by window) | te eee 
Bruce eo ee 
The storm is nearly over. why be a fool and soniess. It On eS 
frightened us. (loud crahs of thunder and lightening by window) — 
— Toby oe 
You better spill what you know about Mary, Bruce. | 
Yt 
What do you mean, Toby. 
Toby | | 
Well, I aint gonna keep quiet no Longer. (pointing to Bruce) 
He is the father of. her child! 
ALL 
You: 


Toby 
You don't dare deny it either. 
: Breue 
Yes, yes, I'll admit it. 
R6v 
Bruce, dO you mean you let that girl go through all of this 
without your taking any blame. we're youlow enough to do that? 
Bruce | 
Yes. 
| Rev 
(forgetting himself with emotion) Then I hope your are struck 
dead. I never wanted to kill in my life, but--(grahs Bruce ~ 
py throat) | Se 
 arapeall 
(scream) Wait/ I'll confess too. Don t kill hin. yd y 
Rev 4 


Arabella 


Because he is my son. 
Deacon 


and why not? 


Your son? 


i ay Ui Waste bie 0.) 


. arabella | 
Yes, when I went to college I met & man and fell madly in love 
with hime I was a little fool---he said he would marry me, ea 
I fell for his talk, befire I mew it I was facing shame and rs 
disgrace. I couldn't come back to my fobks With the baby, 80 ~~ 
erriving Ydf~d/.on on early morning train, I cerried the bundle 
with Bruce in it to your door step end placed it there. bruce, 
is my son, (falls in ¢hair sobbing) | 


Bruce 3 
d¢ddddy/ On Goa forgive me, I was drunk with the wine of success 
ALL I cowld see was gold and applause from the people. weary. 

forgive me, and let me spend my life in making ammends. % 
Bruce! (lin his arms) 
oe Deacon 
So Bruce is your son? 
| arabella 
Yes, Ll knew I'd have to tell him sonmeday. I couldn't die 
with thet on my mind. (storm over, stage lighter) Why look 
the storm = ae | 






cipry have vanished with the. 


“\geyeleaing light of teuth.. ~ 
Well now that ifs all over, 4+ want to say we just had one hell 
CP apcroal eas aes Ga Site ae caer Sy Rie: * = es : 
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: 21 
-~6ofd a storm 


sda papa (asl pa) aya ta papa / fa /a [agian fap ga jaya / 


The church is sengi ety ruined. 


Toby 
It wes dumned -near ruined befire the stomm was sterted. 
| Deacon 
We'll have to use the old one again. 
Toby 
Listen, who's gonna be the preacher ? 
All 
Reverend Jones! 
Bruce 


Merry us, father at once. 


DgddoA/ 


Rev 
All right, I'll get my book (goes in study) 


Deacon 
(whis pers in Arabella's ear) 
arabella 
Oh Deacon! 
Beacon 
Will you. 
arapella 
(she whispers back) 
| Rev 
\@nters with book) 
Deacon 
Revernd, make it a double wedding, 
R6EV 
You em arabella, Deacom 
: Arabella 
Yes. We're going to get married, and aDOPT TOBY. 
Toby 


I'll be durned if you do! 
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